Curriculum vs. Creativity

MADO auditorium, 20 November 2009, 11.15-14.40

[image: image10.emf]Evidence suggests that creativity declines in people as they go through the education system.  There is a common perception that existing education and training systems more often kill learners' creativity than nurture it.  Traditional schooling is seen to be obsessed with the teaching and testing of established blocks of knowledge and ways of thinking, communicating, doing and behaving, and neglect imagination, intuition, emotions and wonderment – qualities of mind that are vital for innovation and creativity and for economic and social progress.

As children progress through primary and secondary schools, their entitlement to a broad and balanced education is increasingly (and for many needlessly) compromised by a focus on "the basics" (literacy and numeracy) and by increased standardisation and testing.  The most conspicuous casualties are the arts, the humanities and those kinds of learning in all subjects which require time for talking, problem-solving and the extended exploration of ideas; memorisation and recall have come to be valued over understanding and enquiry, the transmission of information over the pursuit of knowledge in its fuller sense.

Fuelling these problems has been –in several countries- a policy-led belief that curriculum breadth is incompatible with the "basics", and that if anything gives way it must be breadth.  Evidence going back many decades consistently shows this belief to be unfounded.  Standards and breadth are interdependent, and high-performing schools achieve both.

The speakers will argue that in today's changing world we need a radical reconceptualisation of the objectives and practices of education – we need to transform formal education rather than reform it.

They will show up some of the failures of managerialist "back to basics" and "delivery"-driven approaches and will argue in favour of keeping a place for creativity in the education curriculum.

· How and why does creativity tends to get lost on its way to primary and secondary schools?

· What are the policies, pedagogies and wider frameworks that can prevent this?

· What is (especially primary) education about and by what values it should be guided?

· Why is the historic divide between "the basics" (protected) and the rest of the curriculum (viewed as dispensable) so strong?

· How do we move from a pedagogy of failure to a pedagogy of success?
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11.15-11.35

Video
1 (20')

11.35-12.45

Rekindling curiosity in primary and secondary education - Beyond the 



pedagogy of the “correct answer”




Prof. Feiwel Kupferberg, Malmo University 

The greatest barrier against creativity in school is neither the grading-system, nor lack of time or the "back-to basics" movement, but the fear of both learners and teachers of making visible mistakes in the semi-public space of the class room.  The core question then becomes how to cope with such understandable anxiety, unease or lack of comfort.  For this purpose we need to look more closely at the pedagogy of the "correct answers" which seems to be at the root of the lack of comfort with making mistakes in the classroom.  What this fear does is that it holds down the innate curiosity of children and youth about both the outer, objective world, mainly studied in the natural sciences and the inner, subjective world, mainly studied in the humanities, with the social sciences somewhere between the two.  Whereas children in primary school are primarily curious about the outer world, youth are primarily interested in the inner world.  Hence a pedagogy that seeks to rekindle creativity in schools has to be general enough to work in both settings, while at the same time being sensitive to the distinct challenges in different age-correlated contexts.
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13.15-13.30

Video 2 (14')
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Title and abstract to arrive 




Dr. Anthony Wilson, Exeter University

14.30-14.40

The new EURYDICE report Arts and Cultural Education at School in Europe




Presentation by Eurydice
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Feiwel Kupferberg is professor of education at Malmo University and chair of the doctoral school of education. He is educated at Stockholm University and has lectured and done research at a number of universities in Denmark, Germany and USA. He has been the Danish project leader of two cross-national European research projects on entrepreneurial training and activities among women and immigrants and has also held a research grant from the Danish Social Science Research Council to study the impact of German unification on the identity constructions and memory work among East German professionals.  He has written a number of books on professions, societal transformations, entrepreneurship and creativity and is currently working on issues related to creativity and entrepreneurship in education from a socio-cultural perspective.

Anthony Wilson is . 
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